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PARLIAMENTARY BOUNDARY REVIEW 2023 
 

 
1. Summary 
 
1.1 To consider the revised proposals from the Boundary Commission for England 

2023 Review for the Dartford Constituency and approve the Council’s response 
to the four-week consultation. 

 
2. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
2.1  That the revised proposals of the 2023 Review from the Boundary Commission 

for England for the Dartford Parliamentary constituency, be noted. 

2.2  That, subject to any further comments received,  the Sub-committee review (and 
amend if necessary) the draft response at Appendix B and grant delegated 
authority to the Chief Officer and Director of Corporate Services to submit the 
final response on behalf of Dartford Borough Council. 
 

 
3. Background and Discussion 
 

3.1. The Boundary Commission for England (BCE) is an independent and 
impartial non-departmental public body, which is responsible for 
reviewing Parliamentary constituency boundaries in England and has 
been conducting a review (2023 Review) of all the parliamentary 
constituencies in England. 
 

3.2. On 8 November 2022, the BCE published its revised proposals for new 
constituency boundaries for England and commenced a four-week 
public consultation period, ending 5 December 2022.  

3.3. The proposal for the Dartford Constituency was circulated to all 
Members and they were asked that any comments be provided by the 
18 November 2022 for the Sub-committee to consider at this meeting 
(responses received will be published as a separate addendum to this 
report). 

3.4. This will be the final opportunity to give the BCE views on its proposals 
before it makes a formal final report to the Speaker of the House of 
Commons before 1 July 2023, recommending any changes that it 
believes are appropriate to the distribution, size, shape, name or 
designation of constituencies in England. 

3.5. The rules for the 2023 Review require that every recommended 
constituency across the UK, must have an electorate that is no smaller 
than 69,724 and no larger than 77,062. 
 

3.6. The current Dartford Constituency takes in part of Sevenoaks District 
and is now significantly larger than the maximum electorate permitted.  
The Parliamentary electorate in the Borough of Dartford, without the 
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Sevenoaks electorate from the Hartley and Hodsall Street areas, as at 
the 1 September 2022, is 77,850.  This is already larger than the 
permitted electorate figure and leaves no provision for the population 
growth expected in the Borough due to development. 

3.7. When the General Assembly of the Council considered the BCE’s initial 
proposals on 26 July 2021 [Min. No. 34], it supported the alternative 
proposal put forward by the Electoral Provisions Sub-committee [8 July 
2021 [Min.No.6]]. 

3.8. The alternative proposal was to split the Wilmington, Sutton-at-Hone and 
Hawley ward so that only part of it would be transferred to the Sevenoaks 
Constituency (WSH1 & WSH2). The remaining parts, WHS3 – 5 and 
Darenth Ward, would remain in the Dartford Constituency.  This proposal 
retains both the Dartford and Sevenoaks Constituency within the 
electorate threshold for the review.  
 

3.9. Although the BCE has revised 27 of the 91 constituencies in the South 
East of England that it proposed in June 2021, it has maintained its initial 
proposals for the remainder, which include those for the Dartford 
Constituency. 

3.10. In the Kent sub-region, the BCE has only proposed minor revisions 
outside Ashford around Charing, as well as including Hawkhurst and 
Sandhurst ward in Tunbridge Wells. 

3.11. The BCE is consulting on the revised proposals over a four-week period, 
from 8 November 2022 to 5 December 2022 and is encouraging 
everyone to use this final opportunity to contribute to the design of the 
new constituencies. 

3.12. Subject to any further comments received, the Sub-committee is asked 
to consider (and amend if necessary) the draft response at Appendix B 
and to grant delegated authority to the Chief Officer and Director of 
Corporate Services to submit the final response on behalf of Dartford 
Borough Council. 

 
4. Relationship to the Corporate Plan 

Not applicable. 
 
5. Financial, legal, staffing and other implications and risk assessments* 
 
Financial Implications None 
Legal Implications None 
Climate Impact 
Assessment 

None 

Staffing Implications None 
Administrative 
Implications 

None  
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Risk Assessment No uncertainties and/or constraints 
 
  
6. Details of Exempt Information Category 
 
 Not applicable 
  
 
7. Appendices 
 

Appendix A – BCE – Final Proposals for the South East 
Appendix B - Proposed response to the BSE proposals BCE  

 
 
 
 

BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 

Documents consulted Date / 
File Ref 

Report Author Section and 
Directorate 

Exempt 
Information 
Category 

 
https://boundarycommissionfo
rengland.independent.gov.uk/
2023-review/  

08/11/22 Jeanette Pegler 
(01322) 343424 

Electoral 
Services/ 
Corporate 
Services 

N/A  

https://boundarycommissionforengland.independent.gov.uk/2023-review/
https://boundarycommissionforengland.independent.gov.uk/2023-review/
https://boundarycommissionforengland.independent.gov.uk/2023-review/

